Curriculum Project: 
The Importance of Clear Communications 


by 
Joseph Bustillos 
and 
Trish Valentine 


EDELM 415 - Fall 1992 


Summary 

CLEAR COMMUNICATIONS: ln a multi-cultural 
society it is important to be a careful listener. One idea 
or word misunderstood can lead to years of conflict. Being 
a good communicator requires that we recognize all of the 
different ways we hear’ messages. Being a good 
communicator also requires that we become careful 
listeners. 
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Nine Lessons on Clear Communications: Lesson Summaries 


Lesson One: Playing "telephone" - 
verbal exercise part 1 


Listening is the first part of communicating. What happens 
when a story gets passed around? Use the old "telephone" game to 
find out. 


Lesson Two: Playing "Radio Reporter" - 
verbal exercise part 2 


We get "messages" through several different paths. 
Obviously, listening is the important part to "hearing" a 
Message. How well can we remember and understand a spoken only 
message? Use a simple tape recording of a news story to find 
out. 


Lesson Three: Slide Show News Story - 
visual exercise part 1 


One important way we get our messages is visually. Can we 
get the message if it is the only medium used? Use pictures from 
today's news-weekly to find out if we can get the story behind 
the pictures. 


Lesson Four: Kids' Slide Show News Story - 
visual exercise part 2 


One important way we get our messages is visually. Can we 
get the message if it is the only medium used? Let the kids try 
their hand at their own slide show news stories. 


Lesson Five: Colors & Music Experience - 
aural/visual combo 


When hearing is combined with seeing more than words can be 
communicated. Combine some "mood" music with mood lights to find 
out. 


Lesson Six: Progressive story - Articulation part 1 


The ability to listen can also be demonstrated by the 
ability to predict where the storyteller's story might be going. 
Send a sheet of paper around the classroom and let each student 
add their own bit to the story. 


Lesson Seven: Re-edit Progressive story - 
Articulation part 2 


Communicating is often "saying it again with different words." 
Use Broderbund's Kid-Pix software to add sounds and pictures to 
the previously drafted "progressive" story. 


Lesson Eight: Cross-word magic Exercise - 
Hidden Messages 


Sometimes communication is made with questions and not 
statements. Being able to successfully "fill in the blank" is an 
important part of communicating. Use Cross-word magic to give 
your class some practice at answering questions. 


Lesson Nine: Following Instruction - 
From Words to Picture 


Sometimes instructions lead to pictures and not words. This 
lesson is designed to encourage the ability to follow explicit 
directions. Further explorations with Logo is also encouraged 
but some fundamental rules, such as language syntax, must be 
followed first. 


ae Nine Lessons on Clear Communications: Lesson Instructions 


Lesson One: Playing "telephone" - 
verbal exercise part 1 


hes State the Learning: Listening is the first part of 
communicating. What happens when a story gets passed 
around? 

2. Teaching strategies: Aural mode; Begin single sentence 
message with first student, monitor progress. 

3% Instructional activities for children: Get students in 


a circle, instruct students to repeat single sentence 
message to their neighbor, from one student to the next 
until the last student hears the message. 

4. Examples of appropriate evaluation activities: Ask the 
last and first students to simultaneously write the 
message that they heard on the board the message; ask 
whole class which message they heard. 

5. Resources and support materials: no resources needed. 
This "non-technological" step is the basis for 


following exercises. 
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Lesson Two: Playing "Radio Reporter" - 
verbal exercise part 2 


uy State the Learning: We get "messages" through several 
different paths. Obviously, listening is the important 
to "hearing" a message. 


2's Teaching strategies: Aural mode; observe student 
comprehension; careful instruction and preparation is 
needed. 

Si. Instructional activities for children: Select and 


separate one to five students to read separate short 
news items from a "kids" magazine into a tape recorder; 
replay tape in front of remainder of the class and have 
class write, in small groups or as individuals, one 
sentence summaries of each story. 

4. Examples of appropriate evaluation activities: Have 
students present summaries before the class, ask class 
which summary is closest to the original story. 

Bi. Resources and support materials: tape recorder and 
tapes, collection of "kids" magazines, use of computer 
and word processor optional for class summaries. 
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Lesson Three: Slide Show News Story - 
visual exercise part 1 


a State the Learning: One important way we get our 
messages is visually. Can we get the message if it is 
the only medium used? 

Ze Teaching strategies: Visual mode; careful instruction 
and preparation is needed; select current news item 
from a pictorial magazine like Life or National 
Geographic, a minimum of five sequential pictures that 
tell the story; copy pictures without the captions onto 
transparencies; present "slide show" to class with 
instruction for them to figure out what the news story 
is; observe student comprehension. 

3% Instructional activities for children: After presenting 
slide show have class write, in small groups or as 
individuals, one sentence summaries of each story. 

4. Examples of appropriate evaluation activities: Have 
students present summaries before the class, give class 


the original news story and ask class which summary is 
r 


closest to the original story. 

5. Resources and support materials: Pictorial news 
magazines, transparencies, xerox-type machine, overhead 
(slide) projector, use of computer and word processor 
optional for class summaries. Use of video tape 
without sound instead of pictures is optional---noting 
that most news stories on TV have visual stories of 
less than 20 seconds which may not be enough to convey 
the story without extensive rewinding. 


Lesson Four: Kids' Slide Show News Story - 
visual exercise part 2 


dis State the Learning: One important way we get our 
messages is visually. Can we get the message if it is 
the only medium used? Part 2. 

Bis Teaching strategies: Visual mode; careful instruction 
and preparation is needed; select several pictorial 
magazines like Life or National Geographic; divide 
class into small groups; instruct class to select a 
news item from magazines; help students copy pictures 
to transparencies (or have instructional-aide "do the 
copying"); help students present slides; observe 
student comprehension. 

Si. Instructional activities for children: In small groups 
student select a minimum of five sequential pictures 
that tell the story from pictorial magazines; copy 
pictures without the captions onto transparencies; 
present "slide show" to class with instruction for them 
to figure out what the news story is; After presenting 


slide show have portion of the class that did not give 
that presentation write, in small groups or as 
individuals, one sentence summaries of each story. 
4. Examples of appropriate evaluation activities: Have \ 
students present summaries before the class, give class 
the original news story and ask class which summary is 
closest to the original story. \ 
5 Resources and support materials: Pictorial news a. 
Magazines, transparencies, xerox-type machine, overhead 
(slide) projector, use of computer and word processor 
optional for class summaries. Use of video tape of 
without sound instead of pictures is optional---noting 
that most news stories on TV have visual stories of 
less than 20 seconds which may not be enough to convey 
the story without extensive rewinding. 


Lesson Five: Colors & Music Experience - 
aural/visual combo 


a State the Learning: When hearing is combined with 
seeing more than words can be communicated. 
2: Teaching strategies: Aural/visual mode; select 


appropriate "mood" (usually instrumental) music and 
coordinate with appropriate colored transparency--- 
minimum of three Se and 
similarities; using\Frediriter wbige- prompted section 
asking students what nd music conveyed 
regarding emotions, feelings, and any spoken/sung 


message; give presentation in darkened room using 
overhead projector or flood lamp to fill room with the 


color; observe for student comprehension :. i 
3s Instructional activities for children: After vou 
presentation divide class into small groups and have \ 
them answer FredWriter prompts. Ny 
4. Examples of appropriate evaluation activities: Have 
students present summaries before the class, compare i 
different responses to the same music/color. 1" 
5, Resources and support materials: CD/record player/tape 


player, music (minimum of three songs), cellophane or 
transparencies in different colors; overhead projector 
or flood lamp, computers and Fred Writer for prompts. 


Lesson Six: Progressive story - Articulation part 1 


Ls State the Learning: To encourage/establish creativity 
and cooperative learning; the ability to listen can 
also be demonstrated by the ability to predict where 
the storyteller's story might be going. 

2. Teaching strategies: Visual (reading & writing); during 
a quiet work period pass a lined sheet of paper around 
with a single phrase or sentence on the top; encourage 
each student to quietly add to the "story" as the paper 
comes to him/her. 


cr Instructional activities for children: Each student 
adds a phrase or sentence to the story as it is passed 
along. 

A. Examples of appropriate evaluation activities: After 


the paper has made it around the room transfer it to a 
transparency and have the class read aloud the finished \ a 


project. 

B.. Resources and support materials: paper, pencils, , 
transparency, xerox-type machine and overhead z 
projector. } 


Lesson Seven: Re-edit Progressive story - 
Articulation part 2 


Ay State the Learning: To encourage cooperative learning 
and better writing skills; communicating is often 
"saying it again with different words." 


Bie Teaching strategies: Visual and some aural mode; 
observe student comprehension; careful instruction is 
needed. 

SN Instructional activities for children: project previous 


day's "progressive" story; divide class into small é 
groups; Re-edit story using MAC or DOS version of "Kid- \ wy 
Pix" carefully using pictures as well as words to 
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retell the story. & \ 

4. Examples of appropriate evaluation activities: Have ( 
students present stories using computer and LCD 


projector before the class, judge the "best story," 
"most creative," "best use of color," etc. 

5. Resources and support materials: transparency; overhead 
projector; computer for each small group (MAC/Win) & 
Kid-Pix software (Broderbund) 


Lesson Eight: Cross-word magic Exercise - 
Hidden Messages 


i. State the Learning: Sometimes communication is made | = 
with questions and not statements; being able to 
successfully "fill in the blank" is an important part 
of communicating 

a. Teaching strategies: Visual mode (reading/writing) ; 
write questions and answers to cross-word puzzle on 
subject on ones own choice (Seasonal themes are useful 
for this project)---take special care that the answers 
together form a message; copy and distribute puzzle; 
observe for comprehension. 

Si. Instructional activities for children: divide class 
into small groups or pairs and have each team work on 
their crossword puzzle. 

4. Examples of appropriate evaluation activities: After 
enough time has been given for the exercise ask the 
class for the hidden message of the cross-word puzzle. 


5. Resources and support materials: Teacher's computer, 
cross-word magic, xerox-type machine, paper and 
pencils. 


Lesson Nine: Following Instruction - 
From Words to Picture 


Le State the Learning: Sometimes instructions lead to 
pictures and not words; to encourage the ability to 
follow explicit directions. 

2. Teaching strategies: Visual mode (reading/writing) ; 
write relatively simple Logo program with five or more 
graphic objects; print out source code in continuous 
line format (no line feeds in printed out source code) ; : 
print out copy of the end picture. Minimal knowledge wv) 


of Logo is needed. 
3. Instructional activities for children: Divide class 


into small groups and give each group a copy of the 0 . 
printed source code and the picture (the end picture Fe 
can optionally be displayed with an LCD projector or 
large TV); instruct each group to type out the source wW 
code exactly as given (adding line feeds to make it 
more TeSaaBTEs 
4. Examples of appropriate evaluation activities: This is 
a test on their ability to follow directions---the 
level of difficulty can be raised by increasing the 
code size or by leaving blanks in the source code with 
the answers supplied in the previous cross-word 
exercise. 
Dic Resources and support materials: computer for each 
small group, class copy of Logo language, LCD 
projection and Classroom TV optional. 
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